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Rationale of the Academic Honesty in the Primary Years Programme (PYP)

PYP skills are taught to underpin academic honesty in all IB Programmes, as well as ensuring
the understanding of the importance of academic honesty. Displaying academic honesty and the
IB Learner profile attributes, are the ideals pupils of the PYP strive for. Along with this, pupils are
taught a desire to display the PYP attitudes. This also coincides with the academy’s mission
statement:

Leigh Academy High Halstow is committed to providing a highly engaging and relevant
curriculum that takes into account the interests and needs of everyone so pupils can be
successful in everything they do. Through our extended curriculum we seek to meet the needs of
the individual. We aim to build a community where everyone feels equally valued, safe and
challenged to do their best in everything. We are committed to ensuring the very best for our
children in order for them to play a significant part in society. By following the International
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (IB PYP) pupils have opportunities to develop their
learning beyond the local area so they can engage with the rest of the world.

We aim to develop knowledgeable, resilient, kind and courteous pupils who have a desire to
engage with international ideas. There is a strong commitment to inclusive practice that all take
responsibility for. We aim to become global citizens through developing respect, tolerance and an
understanding of different cultures. We encourage pupils to be confident, inquiring, lifelong
learners who take responsibility, work hard and are ambitious for their futures.

Primary Years Programme Definition of Academic Honesty:

At Leigh Academy High Halstow, we aim to develop independent pupils who act upon the
attributes of the IB Learner Profile. The key components through this policy will explore their
ability to make learning visible, to explore collaboration and to learn about learning.

Accordingly many skills will be touched upon, this includes:
1) Reflection upon learning
2) Age appropriate research
3) Create an inquiry based environment (including intrinsic learning)
4) Modelling pupils’ actions

This will create an emphasis on becoming lifelong learners where pupils can manage their
learning and self-correct themselves.

Pupil responsibilities and expectations

● If you take credit for the work which belongs to you, then you are being knowledgeable.
People will know they can come to you to find out more information about your topic.

● If you share credit for the work, which is from a group then you are being principled.
People will see you are an honest and respectful person.

● If you give credit for work, which is not yours then you are a person who has integrity.
You know the difference between what is fair and what is not fair. You are an honorable
person.

● If you contribute equally while working in a group then you are showing respect for others’
opinions and cooperation. People know you are a good listener and you work well with
others.

● If you work individually on your own learning, which is to be done alone, then you are
showing independence and confidence. You know you can do the work and you will do
your best.

● Communicate if they do not understand why being academically honest is important.
● Realise that being honest is for your benefit.



Academy and Teacher responsibilities and expectations

If there are any issues, the Academy will provide pupils with support in a positive manner and
parents will be notified. Along with this, teachers need to take into account the learning needs of
the pupils. It may be the pupils are struggling to understand the content which could lead to a
perception they are committing on-going academic dishonesty behaviors could have barriers to
their learning.

All teachers will:
● Adhere to the academic honesty policy both in their own planning and teaching and also

in the pupils’ work
● Inform pupils of the consequences for academic dishonesty
● Display posters related to academic honesty in classrooms
● Provide guidance and information to pupils on how to deal with issues such as

copying and pasting
● Provide pupils with clear guidelines on being honest
● Refer to the IB Learner Profile and the PYP attitudes
● Equip pupils with essential skills such as research, communication, thinking, self –

management, in addition to social skills.
● Pupils will be guided, giving examples of both good and bad practice, asking pupils to

re-submit work if necessary.
● During the stages of the Exhibition, pupils will be encouraged to be honest with all

their research. Year 6 teachers will extensively go through Academic Honesty and its
importance.

Consequences of academic misconduct

As mentioned earlier in the policy - the academy will provide the pupils support in a
positive manner and parents will be notified. Along with this, teachers need to take
into account the learning needs of the pupils. It may be the pupils are struggling to
understand the content which could lead to a perception they are displaying
on-going academic dishonesty behaviors could have barriers to their learning. If
academic dishonesty continues, sanctions may be put into place.

These may include:

● Reminders of the Academic Honesty Policy
● Resubmission of learning
● Parental guidance/parent conference to understand the importance of academic honesty
● Levelling on reports to reflect the learning that has occurred due to academic dishonesty.
● Incidents of severe misconduct to be kept on record.

The academy recognises there are different levels of severity regarding academic honesty.
The sanctions will therefore be a reflection of the level of “intent”.

Academic Honesty - guidance on expected behaviours

This policy was created with a whole academy approach. As such, many different
definitions and examples of what academic honesty could look like have been put
forward. As there are a range of similar expectations we have ranged these into Early
Years and KS1 and KS2. Below are examples of academic honesty within different
contexts and expectations.






